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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 

126  London  Road, 

Boston,  Lines. 

Telephone  ; 3271. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Re- 
port for  1969. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  the  mid-year  popula- 
tion for  the  Rural  District  was  23,000,  an  increase  of  40  com- 
pared with  1968.  The  natural  increase  however  was  85. 

There  were  314  births  in  the  Rural  District  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  14  from  1968.  This  gave  a Crude  Birth  Rate 
of  13.7  and  an  adjusted  one  of  13.6.  16  of  the  births  were  ille- 
gitimate which  was  5%  of  the  total  live  births.  The  Birth  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  16.3. 

There  were  2 Still  Births  in  1969  which  gave  a Still  Birth 
Rate  of  6,  the  National  figure  being  13. 

During  1969  there  was  only  1 infant  death  under  the  age 
of  1 year  and  it  died  in  the  first  week  of  life.  This  gave  an 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  3 compared  with  18  for  England  and 
Wales.  This  must  be  one  of  the  lowest  rates  ever  recorded  in 
the  Rural  District.  The  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (a  combin- 
ation of  Still  Births  and  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week)  was 
9.  The  National  figure  was  23. 

During  the  year  there  were  229  deaths,  4 more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  This  gave  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  10.0  and  an 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  of  10.4.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
was  11.9.  There  were  124  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Heart 
Disease  which  represented  54%  of  all  deaths.  There  were  38 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  Malignant  Disease  and  this  accounted 
for  16.5%.  The  next  highest  was  Respiratory  Diseases,  namely 
36  or  15%  of  the  deaths. 

With  regard  to  Infectious  Diseases  the  greatest  number  of 
notifications  were  due  to  Infective  Jaundice.  Measles  only 
accounted  for  19  cases  perhaps  due  to  the  immunisation  pro- 
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gramme  started  by  the  County  Council  a few  years  ago.  There 
were  only  3 cases  of  Dysentery.  On  the  whole  the  investigation 
of  infectious  diseases  caused  no  problems  as  it  has  done  in  pre- 
vious years. 

Later  in  the  report  are  details  of  all  the  various  activities 
of  the  work  of  your  Health  Department.  The  staff  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  their  efforts  in  a very  difficult  year. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  tragic  death  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  G.  G.  Popplewell.  Following  a 
sudden  collapse  in  February  he  was  in  hospital  for  several 
weeks  and  following  a period  of  convalescence  he  was  admitted 
to  a hospital  in  London  for  extensive  investigations.  He  died 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  in  June  whilst  still  in  hospital. 

In  August  1969  Mr.  McPhun  was  appointed  as  Chief  In- 
spector. During  most  of  1969,  the  Department  was  short  of  a 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  because  of  this  it  was  inevitable 
that  some  of  the  routine  work  had  to  be  severely  curtailed. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Committee  for  their  sustained  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Department  and  for  their  support  during  the  year.  The 
assistance  of  the  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  is  also 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

G.  HIRD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1970. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  84,398 

Home  Population  (Registrar-General’s  Mid- 

Year  estimate  for  1969)  23,000 

Number  of  dwellings  on  rate  book 7,856 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  0.27 

Number  of  rated  dwellings  per  acre  0.093 

Average  number  of  persons  per  square  mile  ...  174 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate £2,115 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1969  £521,564 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  district  have  remained  un- 
changed during  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  138 

160 

298 

Illegitimate  

...  11 

5 

16 

Total  Live  Births  

...  149 

165 

314 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  (crude) 

... 

13.7 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  (adjusted) 

13.6 

illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 

5 . 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 

1 

Total  Still  Births  

2 

— 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  

6 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

...  151 

165 

316 

4 


Infant  Deaths. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  1 — 1 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 3 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  3 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate 1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  1 — 1 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  1 — 1 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Male  Female  Total 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  under 

1 week  3 — 3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  9 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  Nil 

Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

All  causes 110  119  229 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude)  . . 10.0 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (adjusted)  ..  10.4 
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COMPARISONS  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

The  figures  for  the  Live  Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates  given 
below  have  been  corrected  using  the  comparability  factors 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General.  These  factors  allow  for  the 
differing  age  and  sex  composition  of  the  various  populations, 
and  enable  valid  comparisons  to  be  made. 

It  is  also  emphasised  that  undue  significance  should  not  be 
attached  to  rates  which  are  based  on  very  small  numbers  (e.g. 
infant  mortality)  and  that  a comparison  of  such  rates  with 
those  in  other  areas,  or  with  earlier  years  may  have  little  sta- 
tistical' significance. 

Boston  R.D.  England 
& Wales 


Live  Birth  Rate  ...  13.6  16.3 

Death  Rate  10.4  11.9 

Still  Birth  Rate  6 13 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1 year)  3 18 

Neonatal  Mortality  (Deaths  under  4 weeks)  3 12 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  (Deaths  under 

1 week)  3 10 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 9 23 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 
in  Boston  Rural  District,  1955-1969. 


Infant 

Average  5 Years 

Crude 

Crude 

Mor- 

No.  of 

Birth 

No.  of 

Death 

tality 

Birth 

Death 

Infant 

Year 

Births 

Rates 

Deaths 

Rates 

Rates 

Rates 

Rates 

Mor- 

tality 

Rates 

1955 

356 

16.5 

228 

10.6 

25.3 

1 

1956 

329 

15.0 

224 

10.2 

30.4 

1 

1957 

366 

16.6 

252 

11.4 

24.6 

15.6 

10.0 

24.8 

1958 

372 

16.8 

186 

8.4 

13.4 

1 

1959 

297 

13.3 

206 

9.2 

30.3 

1960 

362 

16.1 

208 

9.3 

22.1 

1961 

327 

14.6 

195 

8.7 

12.2 

1962 

326 

14.4 

227 

10.0 

21.5 

15.3 

9.6 

16.2 

1963 

366 

16.1 

239 

10.5 

13.7 

1964 

351 

15.4 

220 

9.7 

11.4 

1965 

348 

15.3 

237 

10.4 

14.4 

1966 

330 

14.5 

227 

10.0 

18.2 

1967 

326 

14.2 

204 

8.9 

21.5 

1 14.2 

9.8 

14.1 

1968 

300 

13.1 

225 

9.8 

13.3 

1969 

314 

13.7 

229 

10.0 

3.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1969. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

...  1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

...  — 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

...  1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

...  3 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

...  4 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

...  — 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

...  — 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

...  2 

— 

Leukaemia  

...  1 

— 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

...  3 

9 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

...  — 

3 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  diseases  

...  1 

— 

Other  diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc.  ... 

...  1 

— 

Active  Rheumatic  Fever  

...  1 

— 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

...  1 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease 

...  1 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

...  25 

27 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  

...  11 

9 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

...  14 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . . 

...  6 

6 

Influenza  

...  3 

1 

Pneumonia  

...  6 

13 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

...  9 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer  

...  1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

2 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

...  4 

— 

Other  Diseases,  Genito- Urinary  System 

...  1 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  ... 

...  2 

— 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

— 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

...  4 

1 

All  other  accidents  

...  2 

3 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  110  119 
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GENERAL  PROVESION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  ; 

Facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Lincoln  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  water 
and  ice  cream. 

The  laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health 
and  Hygiene,  London,  continue  to  carry  out  chemical  examin- 
ations of  water  samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland 
County  Council  through  the  Ambulance  and  Transport  De- 
partment. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE  SERVICES  : 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Holland  County 
Council. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  : 

The  provision  and  administration  of  Treatment  Centres  and 
Clinics  is  delegated  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the 
County  Council. 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  and  similar  complaints  is  carried 
out  at  Ferry  House  Clinic,  London  Road,  Boston,  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

The  home  nursing  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

HOSPITALS  ; 

All  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  Boston 
Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Details  of  the  facilities  available  in  Boston  and  District  are 
as  follows  : — 

Boston  General  Hospital — Acute  General. 

London  Road  Hospital,  Boston — General,  Orthopaedic  and 
Traumatic  Surgery  and  Ophthalmic. 

White  House  Hospital,  Fishtoft — Infectious  and  Chest 
Diseases. 

Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston — Medical  and  Maternity. 
Woodlands  Court,  Kirton— Aged  Sick. 

Freiston  Hall  Children’s  Hospital — Sick  Children. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47— RE- 
MOVAL TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN 
NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  and  confirmed  during  the  year  and  the  num- 
bers admitted  to  hospital 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year,  1969. 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Acute  Encephalitis  : 

Post  Infectious  

1 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery  

3 

3 

2 

Infective  Jaundice  

28 

28 

1 

Measles 

19 

19 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  

13 

13 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

4 

4 

Nil 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified  1960-1969. 


Disease 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

Acute  Encephalitis  ; 
(Post  Infectious) 

1 

Dysentery 

3 

3 

63 

30 

— 

4 

243 

16 

5 

14 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

5 

1 

3 

5 

Infective  Jaundice 

28 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

19 

37 

409 

52 

641 

108 

347 

172 

564 

15 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

_ 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

10 

2 

19 

18 

12 

1 

, 7 

48 

59 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

15 

19 

12 

29 

85 

7 

3 

63 

15 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER. 
Table  I. 


Males 

Females 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Total 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on 
Register  at  beginning 
of  year  

43 

8 

41 

8 

100 

(b)  Number  of  cases  noti- 
fied for  first  time  in 
year  

(c)  Number  of  cases  re- 
stored to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 



(d)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  Register  other  than 
by  formal  notification 

(e)  Number  of  cases  re- 
moved from  Register 
during  the  year  

2 

1 

1 

4 

(f)  Number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  Register  on 
31st  December,  1969  .. 

41 

k 

8 

40 

7 

96 
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SUMMARY  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
REGISTER  1960-1969. 

Table  II. 


Cases  on  Register 

Notifications 

each  year 

Deaths 

Year 

Pul. 

Non- 

Total 

Pul. 

Non- 

Total 

Pul. 

Non- 

Total 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Pul. 

1960 

102 

15 

117 

10 

1 

11 

_ 

1961 

102 

14 

116 

5 

— 

5 

2 

— 

2 

1962 

97 

15 

112 

6 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

93 

16 

109 

9 

2 

11 

— 

1 

1 

1964 

89 

16 

105 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1965 

91 

15 

106 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1966 

92 

15 

107 

6 

1 

7 

4 

— 

4 

1967 

85 

16 

101 

3 

1 

4 

6 

— 

6 

1968 

84 

16 

100 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1969 

81 

15 

96 

— 

2 

— 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Cases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the 
control  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest,  Chest  Physician,  South  Lincoln- 
shire Area. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and 
deaths  occurring  during  the  year. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Groups 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

— 

“““ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

2 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  : 

All  immunisation  and  vaccination  work  within  the  District 
is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Holland  County  Council. 

The  following  information  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  the 
County  Health  Department. 

IMMUNISATION  : 

Diphtheria  ; 

Under  1 year  106 

1 and  under  5 years  123 

5-14  years 4 

233 

Number  of  Booster  Injections  767 

Combined  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  : 

Under  5 years  229 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
in  relation  to  the  child  population  is  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 year  35.8% 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  MEASLES  : 

Under  1 year Nil 

1 and  under  5 years 135 

5-15  years  100 

235 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX  : 
Primary  Vaccinations  : 


Under  1 year 

51 

1 year  

89 

2-4  years  

5-14  years  

15  years  and  over 

21 

9 

28 

198 


Re -vaccinations  ; 

1 year  — 

2-4  years  1 

5-14  years  9 

15  years  and  over  58 

68 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS  : 


Of  the  babies  born  in  1969 
against  Poliomyelitis  at  31.12.69. 
had  risen  to  48.6%. 

Other  Pre-School  Age  Groups. 
Born  in 

1968  

1967  

1966  

1965  

School  Age  Groups. 
Born  in 

1964  

1963  

1962  

1961  

1960  

1959  

1958  

1957  

1956  

1955  

1954  

1953  


29.0%  had  been  vaccinated 
By  31st  March  1970  this  figure 


Percentage  Vaccinated. 
1969  1968 

96.5  39.3 

98.6  97.6 

97.4  97.4 

97.6  96.7 

Percentage  Vaccinated. 
1969  1968 

93.1  92.3 

105.8  104.0 

99.6  99.6 

96.6  96.6 

92.5  92.5 

96.9  96.9 

91.9  91.6 

93.4  93.4 

98.4  98.4 

90.1  90.1 

90.3  90.3 

97.3  97.3 


The  percentage  for  older  children  shows  little  or  no  change 
over  the  previous  year  but  for  the  younger  school  age  children 
there  is  a steady  rise.  The  percentage  for  children  born  in  1963 
is  over  100%  owing  to  children  born  in  other  areas  but  had 
moved  to  this  area  prior  to  being  vaccinated. 


Re- Inforcing  Dose  15-18  years  inclusive. 

Children  of  this  age  group  are  now  offered  a further  re- 
inforcing dose,  and  the  help  of  Head  Teachers  of  Senior  Schools 
is  sought  each  year  in  contacting  school  children.  Those  who 
have  left  school  are  contacted  direct. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  STATISTICS. 
31st  DECEMBER,  1969 

Children  Born  in  1967 
Whooping 

Cough  Diphtheria 


England  81%  83% 

Holland  C.C.  88%  89% 

England  Smallpox. 

32% 


Children  Born  in  1968. 


Whooping 

Polio 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Polio 

80% 

66% 

68% 

65% 

90% 

80% 

81% 

78% 

Holland  C.C.  Smallpox 

37% 
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PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  A.  Eagles,  Engineer  and  Manager 
of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  for  the  following  re- 
port on  the  Rural  Water  Supply. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  the  re-pumping 
station  at  Sutterton  from  the  sources  at  Bourne  and  West 
Pinchbeck  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1969  was 
539,047,000  gallons  which  is  an  increase  of  9,984,000  gallons 
(1.9%)  over  the  previous  year 

The  net  quantities  supplied  to  Boston  Rural  District  Coun- 
cil and  East  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  for  1968  and  1969  were 
as  follows  : — 

Boston  Rural  District  East  Lines.  Water  Board. 

1968  293,046,000  gallons  236,017,000  gallons 

1969  315,900,000  gallons  223,147,000  gallons 

These  figures  show  that  there  was  a reduction  of  approxi- 
mately 5.5%  in  the  quantity  supplied  to  the  East  Lincolnshire 
Water  Board  and  an  increase  of  22,854,000  gallons  (7.8%)  in 
consumption  in  the  Rural  District.  The  average  daily  quantity 
supplied  to  the  Rural  District  was  865,000  gallons  which  repre- 
sents a consumption  of  38.2  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Samples  of  the  raw  and  treated  waters  from  both  sources 
of  supply  have  been  taken  each  week  and  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination  and  the  results  have  been  entirely 
satisfactory. 

The  following  new  mains  have  been  laid  in  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict during  the  year  : — 


Location 

Yards 

2" 

3" 

4" 

Total 

Fishtoft,  Rectory  site 
Kirton,  Hardwick 

88 

88 

Road  

57 

57 

Swineshead, 

Blackjack  Road  ... 
Frampton,  Lenton 

330 

330 

Way  

Freiston,  North  Sea 

27 

27 

Camp  

Swineshead,  Drayton 

159 

159 

Road  

70 

418 

488 

TOTALS 

88 

643 

418 

1,149 
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The  following 

table  gives  the  figures  for  the 

respective 

parishes  of  properties  supplied  : — 

Parish 

1968 

1969 

Variation 

Algarkirk 

179 

179 

— 

Amber  Hill 

144 

145 

+ 1 

Bicker 

269 

270 

+ 1 

Benington 

187 

194 

+ 7 

Brothertoft 

136 

137 

+ 1 

Butterwick 

198 

207 

+ 9 

Fish  toft 

489 

506 

+ 17 

Frampton  ... 

472 

486 

+ 14 

Freiston 

427 

426 

-1 

Fosdyke 

175 

174 

-1 

Harts  Grounds 

Pelhams  Land 

30 

30 

— 

Kirton 

1,173 

1,176 

+3 

Leverton  . . . 

242 

240 

-2 

Old  Leake 

527 

532 

+ 5 

Sutterton 

413 

422 

+ 9 

Swineshead 

666 

664 

-2 

Wigtoft 

180 

179 

-1 

Wrangle 

493 

494 

+ 1 

Wyberton 

1,122 

1,131 

+ 9 

Outside  area 

15 

20 

+ 5 

7,537 

7,612 

+ 75 

Water  Analysis. 

48  samples  of  water  drawn  from  the  mains  at  various 
points  in  the  District  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Lincoln  and  one  sample  was  submitted  to  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  for  chemical 
analysis.  The  results  showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
ON  THE  SANITARY  CIRCUiVESTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance. 

Action  continued  during  the  year  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  No  clearance 
areas  were  represented  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  current  position  relative  to 
action  taken  : — 

Unfit  dwellings  demolished  since  1st  January,  1956  332 

Dwellings  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  but  not  yet 

demolished  10 
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Dwellings  subject  to  Closing  Orders  30 

Dwellings  subject  to  Undertakings  not  to  re-let  for 

human  habitation  51 

Overcrowding. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during  1969. 

Improvement  Grants. 

In  1969  seventeen  formal  applications  for  improvement 
grant  were  received.  15  of  these  were  in  respect  of  standard 
grants  and  two  in  respect  of  discretionary  grants. 

Of  these  applications  one  was  not  approved,  and  one  ap- 
plication approved  was  subsequently  withdrawn.  The  amount 
approved  for  payment  in  respect  of  standard  grants  was  £2,560 
an  average  of  £182  17s.  Id.  per  house  improved.  The  amount 
approved  for  payment  in  respect  of  discretionary  grants  was 
£850  4s.  6d.  an  average  of  £425  2s.  3d.  per  house  improved. 

In  the  case  of  standard  grants  the  amenities  provided 


were  : — 

Fixed  Bath 12 

Shower  Nil 

Wash  Hand  Basin 12 

Hot  Water  Supply  13 

Water  Closet  (Internal)  12 

Food  Store  2 


The  number  of  formal  grant  applications  during  the  year 
shows  a marked  decrease  over  former  years.  It  is  difficult  to 
pinpoint  any  particular  reason  for  this  falling  off.  One  factor 
is  almost  certainly  that  in  a period  of  high  interest  rates,  and 
difficulty  in  borrowing,  would-be  applicants  have  not  been  able 
to  finance  their  share  of  the  improvement  costs  very  readily. 
Another  important  factor  was  the  coming  into  force  of  the  re- 
vised improvement  grant  schemes  in  August,  1969,  with  the  ad- 
vent of  the  Housing  Act,  1969. 

The  new  Act  considerably  changed  the  conditions  under 
which  grants  can  be  made,  and  also  the  total  amount  of  money 
payable  to  applicants.  Publicity  regarding  this  was  made  well 
before  the  Act  came  into  force,  and  could  be  put  into  operation. 
It  is  known  that  people  intending  to  improve  their  properties 
deferred  enquiries  and  applications  until  the  full  scope  of  the 
Act  became  apparent.  The  latter  few  months  of  the  year 
showed  increased  activity  and  interest  on  the  part  of  property 
owners,  and  it  is  certain  that  this  will  be  reflected  in  a much 
increased  number  of  grants  approved  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

During  the  year  the  Council  continued  to  improve  their 
own  houses  with  the  aid  of  improvement  grants.  A total  of 
64  Council  houses  were  modernised  by  the  addition  of  bath- 
rooms, water  closets  and  hot  water  systems. 
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Summary  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  1969. 

Council  Houses.  Sandygate  Crescent,  Old  Leake  ..  2 

Hardwick  Road,  Kirton 7 

School  Lane,  Butterwick  8 

17 

Private  enterprise  houses 79 


96 


Remedy  of  Housing  Defects. 

Informal  Notices  11 

Statutory  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  Nil 
Statutory  Notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 

Section  9 1 

Action  under  Sections  16  and  17,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Demolition  Orders  made  3 

Closing  Orders  made  3 

Undertakings  not  to  re-let  accepted  3 

Dwellings  demolished  28 

Undertakings  cancelled  following  repairs  — 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  sites  in  the  district  is  now 
60,  and  only  38  of  these  sites  are  at  present  occupied.  The 
majority  of  the  sites  are  for  single  caravans  only. 

During  the  year  the  holiday  caravan  site  at  Frampton  Fen 
was  extended,  and  the  licence  amended  to  allow  the  permitted 
number  of  vans  to  increase  from  42  to  88.  This  site  has  con- 
tinued to  be  fully  used,  and  to  serve  a very  useful  purpose.  It 
is  well  supervised  and  efficiently  run,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
that  when  the  extension  of  the  site  and  toilet  facilities,  etc.,  are 
completed  fully  the  site  will  be  well  patronised. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  caravan  sites  were  made  at  least 
once  during  the  year.  Little  trouble  has  been  experienced  in 
ensuring  that  the  sites  continue  to  comply  with  the  site  licence 
conditions.  An  exception  to  this  was  a single  caravan  site  situ- 
ated in  the  Hubbert’s  Bridge  area.  Here,  after  protracted  in- 
formal action,  it  was  necessary  to  prosecute  the  owner/occupier 
of  the  site  for  non-compliance  in  respect  of  the  provision  of 
satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation.  Three  charges  were  in- 
volved and  the  defendant  was  fined  a total  of  £30. 
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DRAINAGE. 

The  Council  have  a fine  and  progressive  record  in  the  pro- 
vision of  main  sewers  and  disposal  works  to  serve  the  villages 
and  main  built-up  areas  throughout  their  district.  The  ultimate 
policy  is  to  secure  that  all  such  areas  are  served  by  these  facili- 
ties. The  position  at  the  end  of  1969  was  as  follows  : — 


Number 

Number  not 

Parish 

Connected 

Connected 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

864 

26 

Wyberton  

902 

11 

Fishtoft  

1059 

13 

Leverton  

98 

4 

Freiston  

163 

9 

Old  Leake  

Ill 

7 

Butterwick  

174 

27 

Swineshead  

334 

56 

The  sewering  of  the 

Swineshead  Road/West 

End  Road 

areas  of  Wyberton  was  finally  commenced  during  the  year  after 
a long  hold-up  by  the  Ministry  to  settle  disposal  arrangements. 
It  is  anticipated  that  this  scheme  will  be  in  operation  before 
the  end  of  1970. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  that  the  scheme  for  the 
sewering  of  the  Sutterton  and  Wigtoft  areas  had  been  deferred 
because  of  the  Government’s  policy  of  restraint  on  capital  ex- 
penditure, together  with  other  factors.  During  the  year,  how- 
ever, this  scheme  received  Ministry  approval  and  tenders  are 
to  be  invited  during  1970. 

In  conjunction  with  the  main  schemes  the  Council  has  also 
continued  its  policy  of  providing  small  treatment  plants  for 
isolated  groups  of  older  Council  houses  not  previously  served 
in  this  way.  This  has  meant  that  long  standing  troubles  with 
septic  tank  drainage  have  been  cleared  up,  and  enabled  tenants 
to  use  modern  amenities  installed  without  fear  of  nuisance  or 
frequent  and  expensive  emptying  of  tanks. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

This  service  has  continued  to  operate  smoothly  with  a 
regular  weekly  collection  to  the  whole  of  the  district  apart  from 
a very  small  number  of  isolated  houses  which  are  visited  once 
per  fortnight. 

During  the  year  a further  small  group  of  new  Council 
houses  was  provided  with  paper  sacks  in  lieu  of  the  traditional 
bin,  and  their  introduction  has  been  trouble  free,  and  resulted 
in  more  hygienic  storage  and  collection.  Teething  troubles 
with  paper  sacks  at  a small  estate  at  Freiston  were  ironed  out. 
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and  no  further  snags  reported  The  only  other  property  served 
by  paper  sacks  is  the  Elderly  Persons’  Unit  at  Kirton,  where 
they  have  proved  a complete  success.  It  will  probably  be  many 
years  before  the  whole  district  can  be  served  by  a paper  sack 
scheme  because  of  other  and  more  pressing  financial  priorities. 
Nevertheless,  the  policy  of  providing  paper  sacks  to  appropriate 
groups  of  newly  built  Council  houses  is  providing  valuable  ex- 
perience, and  is  a step  in  the  right  direction  ; and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  can  continue. 

In  1969  a further  18/25  cu.  yard  fore  and  aft  tipping  vehicle 
was  replaced  by  a 35  cu.  yard  Pakamatic.  The  fleet  now  com- 
prises two  50  cu.  yard  Pakamatic  vehicles,  one  35  cu.  yard 
Pakamatic,  and  three  18/25  cu.  yard  vehicles,  fitted  with  power 
presses.  One  of  these  six  vehicles  is  held  in  reserve  to  cover 
breakdown  on  any  of  the  5 regular  rounds,  and  is  also  used  for 
special  collections  of  bulky  refuse. 

As  was  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  larger  capacity 
Pakamatic  vehicles  have  already  proved  their  worth  in  coping 
with  the  growing  volume  of  refuse  to  be  collected,  and  in  re- 
ducing the  number  of  journeys  to  the  tip.  Their  weight  and 
size,  however,  can  be  a disadvantage  on  narrow  roads.  For- 
tunately, this  is  being  recognised  by  vehicle  manufacturers,  and 
it  is  likely  that  a smaller  type  of  vehicle,  but  with  a high  com- 
paction ratio  and  carrying  capacity,  will  be  on  the  market  be- 
fore further  refuse  vehicles  operating  in  the  outlying  districts 
need  to  be  replaced. 

Once  again  few  complaints  have  been  received  regarding 
the  collection  service.  This  reflects  great  credit  on  all  the  em- 
ployees engaged  in  this  work,  and  I have  pleasure  once  more 
in  recording  my  appreciation  of  their  duties. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  at  Slippery  Gowt  Farm  Tip  has  con- 
tinued satisfactorily,  and  without  nuisance,  under  controlled 
tipping  conditions  as  near  as  practicable.  Control  has  been 
greatly  assisted  by  the  use  of  dried  sewage  sludge  as  primary 
cover  for  the  sloping  banks  and  faces. 

Tipping  was  commenced  at  this  site  in  January,  1966,  and 
approximately  3 acres  of  land  taken  from  the  tenant  farmer 
for  this  purpose.  During  the  year  soil  was  stripped  from  the 
last  part  of  this  area  and  stockpiled.  Notice  was  also  given  to 
the  tenant  for  possession  of  a further  3 acres  of  land  in  April 
1970  so  that  this  could  be  prepared  for  future  use  next  year. 
At  the  present  rate  of  disposal  the  additional  land  should  pro- 
vide at  least  a further  4 to  5 years  tipping. 

The  following  table  gives  detailed  information  in  respect 
of  the  numbers  and  types  of  vehicles  used  and  work  done,  the 
second  table  shows  costs  of  the  service  : — 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Round  No. 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Vehicle  No. 

VDO  646 

LDO  231G 

LDO  229G 

LJL  634G 

YJL  771 

Purchased 

1962 

1968 

1968 

1969 

1964 

Capacity — cu. 
yds. 

Engine  Type 

25 

Diesel 

50 

Diesel 

50 

Diesel 

35 

Diesel 

25 

Diesel 

Average  miles 
per  gall. 

9 

6 

5 

7 

13 

Average  miles 
per  week 

220 

118 

98 

185 

162 

No.  ot  men  in 
team 

2 

4 

5 

3 

2 

Refuse  bins  on 
round 

1358 

2158 

2867 

1469 

952 

Average  bins  per 
man  per  day 

136 

102 

114 

98 

95 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

Estimated  cost  of 
Refuse  Collection 
Service 

£31,294 

£29,783 

£25,919 

£24,296 

Cost  of  emptying  per 
bin 

71/ld. 

69/6d. 

61/ld. 

60/0d. 

Cost  per  bin  per 
collection 

l/43d. 

l/4d. 

U2i 

l/2d. 

A.verage  period 
between  emptyings 

7 days 

7 days 

7 days 

7 days 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 


Despite  the  progressive  sewering  of  the  district,  the  num- 
ber of  houses  still  on  septic  tank/soakaway  systems  of  drainage 
in  the  rural  district  numbered  3,464  (approximately)  at  the  end 
of  1969.  These  properties  receive  a free  emptying  of  their 
system  once  every  9 months,  and  are  charged  £2  for  each  ad- 
ditional emptying. 

The  emptying  service  is  operated  by  two  vehicles.  Not  all 
of  the  3,464  properties  have  modern  drainage  systems,  or  baths 
and  other  modern  amenities.  However,  as  properties  are 
modernised  and  improved,  and  as  new  building  occurs,  so  the 
demand  for  both  free  and  chargeable  emptyings  increases  when 
the  land  available  for  soakaway  systems  is  unable  to  cope  with 
the  increased  volumes  of  water  used. 
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It  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  give  the  best  possible  service 
to  those  residents  who  still  have  to  rely  on  septic  tank  drainage, 
and  to  this  end  to  continue  to  reduce  the  period  between  free 
emptyings.  Last  year  this  period  was  reduced  from  12  to  9 
months,  and  the  effect  of  this  in  its  first  full  year  of  operation 
can  be  seen  from  the  table  of  statistics  below.  From  this  table 
it  will  be  seen  that  an  additional  172  premises  requested  and 
received  free  emptying.  Chargeable  emptyings  increased  by 
90,  and  the  total  1,000  gallon  loads  dealt  with  by  94. 

At  first  sight  the  increased  figures  do  not  appear  unduly 
large.  It  has  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  greatest 
demand  occurs  in  the  Winter  and  Spring  months,  and  there 
have  been  inevitable  delays  in  complying  with  requests  for 
emptying  ; and  these  delays  have  been  aggravated  whenever 
a breakdown  on  one  of  the  vehicles  has  occurred.  The  position 
has  been  met  so  far  by  overtime  working  on  Saturday  morn- 
ings, and  for  short  periods  at  night.  The  amount  of  overtime 
working  by  drivers  is,  of  course,  restricted  by  law. 

Comment  was  made  in  the  1968  annual  report  that  there 
was  no  prospect  of  a further  reduction  in  the  period  between 
free  emptyings  for  some  years  to  come.  This  is  clearly  borne 
out  by  the  experience  of  the  current  year  quoted  above,  unless 
of  course  the  present  vehicle  strength  and  crews  is  increased. 
An  alternative  for  the  present  might  be  to  reduce  the  amount 
made  for  chargeable  emptyings.  This  would  afford  some  relief 
to  those  in  greatest  trouble,  but  still  have  a limiting  effect  on 
unnecessary  requests  for  emptyings. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Vehicle  No 

RJL  542 

BJL  573  C 

Purchased  

1961 

1965 

Capacity  

1100  galls. 

1100  galls. 

Engine  Type  

Diesel 

Diesel 

Average  miles  per 
gallon  

12 

12 

Number  of  men  in 
team  

2 

2 

20 


1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

Premises  given  free 
service  

1815 

1643 

1624 

1696 

Chargeable  emptyings 

498 

408 

445 

534 

Vaults  emptied — 
chargeable  

9 

20 

33 

36 

1000  gallon  loads  re- 
moved from  cess- 
pools, vaults,  etc.  ... 

1975 

1807 

1713 

2067 

Vehicle  loads  removed 
from  Housing  Estate 
Sewage  Plants 

339 

377 

249 

327 

Estimated  total  expenditure  of  the  Cesspool  Emptying 
Service  in  1969 — £6,480. 

Estimated  income  from  chargeable  work — £1,190. 

Estimated  net  cost  of  the  Service — £5,290. 

SANITARY  PAIL  EMPTYING. 

The  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  was  again  re- 
duced during  the  year  from  475  to  428,  a total  reduction  of  47. 
This  reduction  was  due  to  the  improvement  of  both  Council  and 
private  houses,  and  to  a lesser  extent  slum  clearance. 

Of  the  total  number  of  pails  left  at  the  end  of  the  year  366 
were  at  private  houses  and  62  at  Council  houses.  There  is  a 
steady  and  continuing  programme  of  conversions  at  Council 
houses,  and  the  pails  here  will  be  reduced  to  nil  in  the  fore- 
seeable future  leaving  only  private  houses  served  by  this  in- 
sanitary form  of  toilet.  It  is  anticipated  that  during  the  com- 
ing year  efforts  will  be  further  stepped-up  to  encourage  private 
landlords  and  owner/occupiers  to  convert  to  water  closets.  The 
progress  made  in  the  private  sector,  however,  is  inevitably 
slower,  especially  as  many  of  the  properties  involved  are  very 
old,  and  are  often  owned  and  occupied  by  elderly  people  with 
no  resources  to  pay  for  their  share  of  suggested  improvement 
works. 

The  service  has  operated  during  the  year  using  one  vehicle 
on  4 days  each  week,  and  giving  a weekly  collection.  With  the 
further  reduction  in  number  of  pails  experienced  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  be  possible  to  limit  the  use  of  the  pail  vehicle  to 
only  3 days  per  week.  If  this  proves  possible  the  vehicle  will 
be  able  to  give  additional  help  to  the  cesspool  emptying  ser- 
vice. 
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PAIL  EMPTYING  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Vehicle  No 

OJL  988 

Purchased  

1960 

Capacity  

1100  galls. 

Engine  Type 

Diesel 

Average  miles  per  gall 

12 

Average  miles  per  round  .... 

210 

No.  of  men  in  team  

2 

No.  of  pails  on  round 

428 

Average  pails  per  man 
per  day  

54 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

Estimated  cost  of  Pail 
Emptying  Service  

£2,920 

£3,220 

£4,148 

£3,734 

Cost  of  emptying  per  pail  . .. 

136/6d. 

131/4d. 

123/lOd. 

110/8d. 

Cost  per  pail  per  collection 

2/8d. 

2/7d. 

2/4d. 

l/9d. 

SALVAGE. 

There  was  a drop  in  the  total  tonnage  of  waste  paper  col- 
lected and  sold  during  the  year,  but  the  income  is  slightly 
higher  because  of  increased  prices.  The  reasons  for  the  drop 
in  tonnage  collected  were  investigated,  but  are  not  readily  ap- 
parent. One  factor  influencing  this  was  a loss  due  to  a lengthy 
period  when  one  of  the  rounds  had  to  operate  without  a trailer 
because  of  vehicle  breakdown.  Another  is  that  1968  was  an 
exceptionally  good  year,  and  it  is  possible  that  paper  and  card- 
board was  obtained  from  sources  which  are  no  longer  avail- 
able, or  cannot  be  repeated  in  the  same  quantity.  However, 
every  effort  continues  to  be  made  to  collect  as  much  salvage 
as  possible. 

The  national  demand  for  waste  paper  continues,  and  was 
reflected  in  a further  increase  in  prices  offered  to  local  authori- 
ties during  the  year. 
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Details  of  materials  sold  during  1969 

are  as  follows 

— 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ s. 

d. 

Cardboard  

...  40 

6 

0 

458  9 

6 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

...  104 

5 

0 

948  11 

3 

Newspaper  

53 

5 

0 

572  15 

0 

Textiles  

4 

17 

1 

100  17 

3 

Metals  

2 

3 

7 12 

0 

202 

16 

0 

2088  5 

0 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Regular  inspections  of  premises  governed  by  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960  have  been  made  during 
the  year.  A number  of  inspections  of  vans  operated  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regu- 
lations were  also  made. 

In  connection  with  the  inspection  of  vehicles  mentioned  in 
the  last  paragraph,  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  one 
case  for  contraventions  found.  An  ice-cream  sales  vehicle 
operating  in  the  area  was  found  to  be  in  such  a dirty  state  and 
so  improperly  equipped  that  the  owner  of  the  business  and  his 
salesman  were  both  prosecuted  by  the  Council.  The  owner  of 
the  business  was  subsequently  fined  £5  on  each  of  11  charges. 
The  salesman  was  given  a conditional  discharge. 


No.  of 
premises 

No.  fitted  to 
comply  with 
Regulation  16 

No.  to  which  No.  Corn- 
Regulation  19  plying  with 
applies  Regulation  19 

Bakehouses  

8 

8 

8 

8 

Bakery  Transfer  Depots  ... 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fish  Shops  

10 

10 

10 

10 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

56 

56 

41 

41 

Premises  selling  wrapped 
sweets  and  ice  cream  only 

12 

10 





Cafes  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Factory  Canteens  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers  Shops 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Butchery  Factories  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Clubs 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Public  Houses  

41 

33 

41 

38 

Hotels  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Slaughterhouses  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Butter  Factories  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  Depot  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Game  Store  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Dairy  Depot  

1 

1 

— 

— 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  six  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District, 
where  animals  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 
Slaughtering  takes  place  on  every  weekday.  The  quantity 
killed  on  some  of  the  days  is  very  small,  the  main  slaughtering 
days  are  Monday  and  Wednesday. 

Regular  inspections  of  all  slaughterhouse  premises  are 
made  and  at  least  twice  a year  a veterinary  officer  also  inspects. 
Apart  from  minor  items,  the  general  standards  required  under 
the  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958  have  been 
maintained. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Meat  inspection  is  carried  out  at  the  six  private  slaughter- 
houses in  the  district,  and  one  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of 
all  animals  slaughtered  has  been  maintained.  Once  again  work 
outside  normal  working  hours  has  been  minimal  due  to  the  bet- 
ter organisation  and  co-operation  of  the  butchers. 

Charges  for  meat  inspection  were  not  imposed  by  the 
Council. 

In  1968  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  showed 
an  increase  of  1,207.  An  increase  also  occurred  in  1967.  This 
year,  however,  there  was  a decrease  in  the  total  killed  as  com- 
pared with  1968  of  736  animals.  This  decrease  is  accounted  for 
in  the  drop  in  the  number  of  sheep  and  pigs  slaughtered.  Cattle 
in  fact  showed  an  increase  of  142  animals  slaughtered.  These 
fluctuations  have  been  commented  on  before,  but  are  not  greatly 
significant  in  the  context  of  the  number  of  visits  and  inspec- 
tions which  have  to  be  made  to  the  six  slaughterhouses. 

The  quality  of  animals  killed  has  remained  high,  and  the 
pattern  of  diseased  conditions  found  is  normal. 
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Meat  inspection  figures  for  1969  are  as  follows  : — 


excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Ccilves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (as 
notified) 

Number  inspected  ..  . 

1133 

1133 

2 

2 

4233 

4233 

6942 

6942 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

1 

8 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

149 

128 

1317 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

13,24% 

3.05% 

18.97% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

78 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

0.09% 

- 

— 

1.14% 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrig- 
eration   

2 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned — 4 tons  1 cwt.  106  lbs. 


INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  found  to  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  suitably  disposed  of 
3i  lbs.  Shoulder  Pork 
11  lbs.  Boneless  Shoulder  Pork 
2 tins  X 6 lbs.  Ox  Tongue. 

1 tin  X 1 lb.  Dutch  Cooked  Ham 
1 tin  X 6 lb.  Argentine  Corned  Beef 
9^  lbs.  Codfish 

63  cases  Tame  Rabbits — 1669  lbs.  (Frozen) 

34  boxes  x 12  Cucumbers 
5 boxes  X 25  Kilos  New  Potatoes 
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1541  X 56  lbs.  Bags  Onions  (Egyptian) 

49  X 25  Kg.  Bags  Dutch  Onions 
16  X 21  lb.  Boxes  Dutch  Carrots 

1 X 50  Kilo  Sack  Dutch  Red  Cabbage 
28  Boxes  Grapes  (Cape  choice  grapes) 

12  X 18  lb.  Sultana  Grapes — Cyprus 

2 Boxes  X 11  lbs.  Spanish  Apricots 
16  X 12  lb.  Boxes  English  Cherries 
2 Trays  Kentish  Cherries 

1848  X 15  oz.  tins  Bartlett  Pears  (Italy) 

ICE  CREAM. 

12  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Lincoln  for  examination.  They  were  placed  in 
the  provisional  grades  shown  below. 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

11  1 — — 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT. 

Re-inspections  in  respect  of  premises  registered  earlier  and 
registrations  received  during  1969  were  carried  out,  details  are 
as  follows  : — 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of  premises 
regisered  during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  regis- 
tered premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion during  the 
year 

Offices 

— 

41 

3 

Retail  Shops  

— 

43 

2 

Wholesale  shops,  ware- 
houses   

1 

2 

1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens  

5 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 

Workplace. 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

129 

Retail  Shops 

120 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

21 

public  

9 

Canteens  

7 

Fuel  Storage  depots  

— 

TOTAL  .. 

286 

Total  Males  ... 

165 

Total  Females  121 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises — 13. 
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STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

Routine  inspections  in  respect  of  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  were  carried  out  including  77  visits  to  premises.  The 
time  that  can  be  allocated  to  this  important  duty  is  normally 
restricted  at  the  best  of  times,  but  was  even  more  curtailed  dur- 
ing 1969  because  of  illness  and  staff  shortage.  Many  installa- 
tions in  the  area  are  now  very  old,  and  it  will  be  even  more 
important  in  the  future  for  more  inspections  and  tests  to  ensure 
that  they  are  in  a safe  condition. 

The  above  remarks  are  highlighted  by  an  incident  which 
occurred  during  the  year.  Leakage  of  petrol  was  suspected 
into  a Drainage  Board  land  drainage  sewer.  There  was  a strong 
smell  of  petrol  in  the  sewer  which  received  water  from  a cul- 
vert passing  under  a petrol  filling  station  forecourt,  and 
through  the  premises  of  a nearby  timber  yard.  Explosimeter 
readings  in  the  area  at  appropriate  points  gave  negative  results, 
and  were  inconclusive.  Eventually,  however,  tests  on  five  of 
the  older  small  tanks  at  the  filling  station  showed  that  they 
were  all  leaking  though  some  of  them  only  slightly.  No  great 
loss  of  petrol  was  noticed  by  the  garage  proprietor,  and  the 
only  main  factor  that  could  account  for  this  is  that  the  soil 
conditions  in  the  area  were  heavy  clay  which  may  have  tended 
to  seal  off  and  contain  any  leaks.  All  the  tanks  were  emptied 
and  made  safe,  and  are  being  replaced. 

Number  of  licensed  premises  for  storage  ; 

Petroleum  Spirit 202 

Petroleum  Mixtures  7 

Carbide  of  Calcium  2 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  a Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  district  processing  animal 
wastes  from  slaughterhouses,  and  dead  animals  from  farms,  etc. 
Although  such  establishments  fulfil  a vital  need  in  providing 
a disposal  outlet  for  organic  wastes,  they  are  by  their  very 
nature  prone  to  give  rise  to  nuisance. 

Reference  to  nuisances  from  this  factory  were  commented 
on  in  my  last  annual  report,  and  to  the  efforts  of  the  firm  to 
control  them.  During  1969  many  complaints  were  received,  and 
constant  visits  made  to  the  factory  and  the  surrounding  area 
in  connection  with  complaints  of  nuisance.  It  became  evident 
that  the  control  measures  being  used  by  the  firm  were  not  prov- 
ing effective,  and  they  were  asked  to  introduce  other  methods 
to  deal  with  the  problem.  As  a result  of  this  the  firm  consulted 
a specialist  firm,  and  decided  to  make  fairly  major  changes  in 
the  type  of  condensers  in  use,  and  in  the  treatment  of  the  in- 
condensible vapours.  Orders  for  the  necessary  plant  and  equip- 
ment were  to  be  placed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  method  of  gas  treatment  now  proposed  to  be  used  at 
the  Knacker’s  Yard  is  one  which  is  fairly  widely  used  in  similar 
industries.  Provided  it  is  installed  and  operated  correctly  it  is 
felt  that  major  nuisances  should  be  effectively  controlled.  It 
would  be  optimistic  to  say,  however,  that  some  nuisance  will 
not  arise  on  odd  occasions  for  one  reason  or  another.  This  is 
an  offensive  trade  and  because  of  its  very  nature,  and  the  build- 
ing of  new  houses  in  ever  closer  proximity  occasional  nuisance 
is  bound  to  arise. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  is  carried  out  by  the  Cleansing 
Foreman  in  addition  to  his  other  duties.  He  is  responsible  for 
carrying  out  treatments  to  all  domestic  premises  free  of  charge. 
He  also  carries  out  treatments  at  business  premises  (other  than 
farms)  on  a chargeable  basis. 

Apart  from  treatments  carried  out  by  the  department  some 
survey  work  of  agricultural  land  and  other  land  is  also  done, 
and  where  necessary  the  owner’s  or  occupier’s  attention  is 
drawn  to  any  infestations  found.  Informal  letters  sent  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949, 
have  proved  to  be  effective  in  getting  treatments  carried  out. 
The  amount  of  survey  work  that  can  be  done  is,  unfortunately, 
very  limited,  and  is  usually  restricted  to  areas  immediately 
around  domestic  premises  under  treatment,  or  to  areas  from 
which  complaints  have  been  received. 

During  the  year  two  public  meetings  on  rodent  control 
were  organised  by  the  Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  Both  meetings  were 
reasonably  well  attended.  Although  it  is  difficult  to  assess 
their  impact,  it  was  felt  that  they  were  worthwhile,  and  helped 
to  publicise  the  need  for  a constant  attack  on  the  rat  population, 
and  the  use  of  the  right  methods. 

INSECT  PEST  CONTROL. 

The  Council  controlled  refuse  tip  was  treated  regularly 
with  insecticides  to  discourage  fly  breeding.  Wasps  nests  and 
ant  infestations  were  destroyed  without  charge  when  they  con- 
stituted a nuisance  to  householders. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1969  for  the  Rural  District  of  Boston  in  the  County 

of  Holland  (Lines.). 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

10 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

70 

13 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

80 

16 

2 

Nil 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

cases  in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

prosecutions 

(1) 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

Instituted 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

ature  (S.3)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Inadequate  ventila- 
tion (S.4)  

Ineffective  drainage 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  conveniences 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

(S.7)  

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

fective 

1 

3 

nil 

1 

nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  outwork)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total 

1 

3 

nil 

1 

nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111.) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section  110 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

NIL  OUTWORKERS. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  CARRIED  OUT 
BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS,  ADDITIONAL  TO 
THOSE  MENTIONED  ELSEWHERE  IN  THIS  REPORT. 


Housing  Acts 

206 

Improvement  Grants  

140 

Caravan  Sites  

106 

Piggeries  

35 

Nuisances  

196 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

32 

Drainage  

90 

Dyke  Pollution  and  Overflowing  Cesspools  ... 

37 

Insect  Pests  

57 

Control  of  Refuse  Tips  

158 

Public  Cleansing  Services  

33 

Slaughterhouses  

16 

Food  Premises  

107 

Ice-Cream  Sampling  

12 

Meat  Inspection  

1,150 

Civic  Amenities  Act  

43 

Licensed  Premises 

33 

Clean  Air  Act  

1 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  

2 

Miscellaneous  

23 
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